difference between the sensitivities of cell culture and FA staining of scrapings from the whole conjunctiva was not statistically significant (P>0 5).
In 28 patients who were positive by FA staining chlamydial inclusions were detected in conjunctival scrapings from 40 eyes. The number of positive smears from different areas of the conjunctiva and the numbers of inclusions detected in these 40 eyes are shown in Table 2 . The lower lid showed the highest rate of 70% positivity (28 out of 40) with an average number of 2-4 inclusions per smear, whereas the upper tarsus was positive in only 38% (15 out of 40) with an average number of 1-5 inclusions. The difference between the rates of positivity of the upper tarsus and the lower lid is statistically significant (P<0-01). The number of inclusions seen in scrapings taken from the different areas of the conjunctiva were not significantly different from one another (P>0-1). In the case of only one eye was the scraping from the upper tarsus positive, while those from the upper fornix and the lower lid were negative. The examination of scrapings from the 3 different areas of the conjunctiva was significantly more sensitive than the examination of scrapings from any one area alone (P<0001).
However, the addition of the results obtained from the upper tarsus scrapings did not significantly increase the sensitivity obtained by the examination of only the upper fornix and lower lid scrapings (P>0 9).
Discussion
There was little difference between the sensitivities of cell culture and FA staining of scrapings from the whole conjunctiva for the diagnosis of trachoma. In this study the conjunctivae were swabbed for culture before scraping, which may have reduced the rate of detection of inclusions in the scrapings, especially where few inclusions were present. However, studies in London have shown that the order in which conjunctival scrapings and swabbings are collected has little effect on the rate of positivity of either type of specimen.10
For FA staining the World Health Organisation" recommends fixation in acetone, transport on wet ice, and storage at -20°C. In this investigation scrapings were fixed in methyl alcohol and transported to London at ambient temperature, a method which is not considered optimum for subsequent FA staining. It is therefore possible that some inclusions present in the scrapings were not detected.
The 
